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- Cunrerzan IFFITA 


II HE following. relleclions were ſuch. 

as occupied my mind while engaged in 
that ſhort excurſion; and the unhealthy ſtate 
of my body, together with the eritical na- 
ture of my circumſtances, with regard to 
my church and family, gave a ſolemn turn 
to my thoughts, and diſpoſed my mind for 
ſerious meditation. 


Indeed, the deſign has very much taken 
up my thoughts from the fitſt moment I en- 
tertained the idea of writing. I found my 
mind much-inclined to communicate ſome- 
thing to the people of God, that might ſerve 
to inform them in what ſtate I am about to 
leave the world; namely, that my views of ; 
* A 2 the 


1 

the precious things of Cod are the very 
ſame now, 1 have death, judgment and 
eternity in the neareſt proſpet, as they 


were 1n e days of my health and 


proſperity. Worts ſoxietimes'of a dy- 
ing man carry great weight with them, and 
what is ſaid, is leſs liable to proceed from 
falſe motives, as in my preſent circumſtantes 
it is hardly to be. thaught the diftates of vani- 
tv ty have much . Leight with e. Ni his vices 
very obſervable — diſguſidul 3 in thoſe who 
have lived to publiſh their thoughts to the 
world; and becauſe I felt the impreſſions of 
this hateful diſpoſition, I have, in a great 
meaſure, hitherto kept my thoughts. con- 


cealed from the publick eye. I have been 


inclined to wiſh that men of ſenſe could be 
convinced, that ſupercihous'arrs fit no more 
gracefully on a preacher or author, than on 
a coxcomb; that pride ariſing from ſuppoſed 
greater abilities, renders a man equally. deſ- 
picable with that which reſults from a fine 
coat. However I might be prevailed upon 


in the days of my health and proſperity, 


through 


N 
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through my weakneſs and folly ; yet now, 


while · I am making theſe aukward ſcratches 


with my pen through feebleneſs, and every 
-other ſymptom! ſhews the ſhattered: fate of 


my nerves, and ſeems loudly to foretel my 
approaching diſſolution; my vanity is curb- 

ed, as I am never like to have an opportu- 
nity to receive the careſſes of my friends, 
ſhould they approve of my performance. 


4 But as, in the courſe of this ſevere exerciſe, 
the Lord has afforded very eftabliſhing evi- 
X dence of the truth; I was led to wiſh, by the 


teſtimony of a dying man, that others might 
be confirmed in their faith of theſe great and 


good things, Should this be the caſe, I 
thould rejoice to die like Samfon of old; 
it, with my fall, the kingdom of Error is 
3 made to totter, and that of Truth is more 
# eſtabliſhed. With theſe hopes I take my leave 


of the world, the church, and my friends (but 


q it a contrary wind ſhould unexpettedly blow 
me back to life, I hope they will hear good 
Z tidings of me in future), in firm expeQtation 


of ſhortly meeting with all thoſe who have 
Ag truſted 


woe EG ( — oY — 


I Þ 
truſted their ſouls in thoſe ſafe hands into 
which I have committed my own. That my 
own God and Redeemer may attend theſe 
obſervations with his divine, bleſſing, is 


earneſt, and, perhaps, dying prayer of. . 
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N hopes of recovering that invaluable blefſing, 
health, on Friday, Auguſt 10, 1787, J embarked 
on, board the ſhip FRIENDS, bound for RAMSGATE 
in KENT. 5 e 
I had heard there was ſuch a place; and 1 had 
raiſed my expectations by their reports of the efficacy 
wo ſea-bathing; and others encouraged my ec 
repeating their on experience of benefit received. 
By theſe means I was induced to determine on this 
little voyage. It reminded me of the never-to-be- 
forgotten ſeaſon, when urged by ſome motives, and 
impelled by a power unſeen but not unfelt, I entered 
on board that ſtately veſſel which the Lord's prophet 
ſaw in a ſtorm, Iſaiah liv. 11. The report of a 
"Rate of reſt and happineſs, made by the goſpel, at- 
trated my attention, gained credence in my mind, 
and created ſtrong defires to fee and enjoy it. It 
was then I began to feel a diſeaſe I was a ftranger to 
before: I grew reſtleſs and uneaſy under that foul- 
diſorder, and earneſtly longed for health and cure *. 
- The experience of others, who had taſted and felt 
the powerful efficacy of the waters of life, enlivened 
my hopes of obtaining the wiſhed-for bleſſing; and 
under theſe circumſtances I ſet fail for the port of 
Glory near thirty years ago. n 
While we waited for the time of ſailing (for dif- 
ferent . purpoſes, 1 ſuppoſe), many came on board, 


„ Jeremiah xxxiii. 6, 


and 


' 
| 
| 


(8. ] 


red to me, at leaſt, as if they intended to 

embark with us: but they left not the harbour, but, 
urged by other occaſions and inducements, they took 
leave of a we” and "Hy 6h wile we who 
were bound for a diſtant place, ke ady-to 
purpoſe, turned our backs 10 — H an. Þ wattel 
3 for the gentle oa and driving ude = 

convey'us'to the deſired port. 

How many have 1, ſeen, in the courſe, of my 22 
feſſion, whoſe appearance among thoſe who had 
entered on board * Goſpel veſſel to ſail for the Glory 
ſhore, would have led 1 to conclude they were of 
one mind with us, that they had heaven in proſpeR, 
and in hopes of bein Laa in ſafety there, uy 
had ſaid to the es of God. We will go 
you, for we have heard, that God is with _ N 
But, alas! when the time of deciſion arrived fur 
them to turn their backs on the dear delights of ſin, 
they gave awful proofs, that they loved their own na- 
tive country beft, that the heavenly inheritance had 
not aitractives to move. them; but when their“ 
and bye f came, ſome weeping, and others la 


ing, they bid the church adieu: — They ſhall — 


ſee the rivers, the floods, the brooks of honey and 
butter J. 

The prefixed time for ſailing now arrived; it Was 
time for the maſter to enquire, who, would, and 
who would not go with him. We, whole minds were 


fully diſpoſed to ſail, fat ourſelves. Tale af down, 


— t he movement of wind and tide, and, while 


our bodies were i n the veſſel at London, our minds 


were at the deſire d haven. I am apt to conclude, that 


there is a ſolemn moment when God, by his provi- 
dence, puts the important queſtion to every proteſ- 


® Zechariah viii. 23. + Math. xiii. 21. f Job xx. 17. 


for, 


ov» VU re © 
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[ 9 ] 
for, believer or unbeliever, , Will ye alſo-'go 


A D and every man's condutt determines, he- 


ter God or the world holds the ſway in his heart. 
Grace inclines the ſoul born of God, to chuſe that 
* part which ſhall never be taken away from 
it ; and his heart takes reſt in bis choice; and until 
he gains the accompliſhment” of bis wiſhes, he 
patiently waits in the uſe of thoſe means, and for 
thote' aids, which God has appointed to convey him 
tothe end of his deſire. * 3 — 

When out fails were diſplayed, and cable unloofed, 
aſſiſted by a gentle gale we began by degrees to view 
the Tofty towers, the aſpiring churches, and all the 
grarideurs of London at a diſtanee behind us: in hopes 


of finding ſomething we could not find in town; we 
turned our attention from the pleaſures, and ric 
and pomps of London; we bid farewel, for a time, t 


our deareſſ friends; we laid aſide our daily and do- 


megie cares, and cheerfully forſook the dear delights 


F Wiſe and prudent law iver of Mach! who can but 
Admire the grace manifeſted in thy conduct? who 
didſt turn thy back on the gay delights of-Pharaoh's 


court, and ſet thy face towards the tents of Iſrael, 


though the one had every thing to delight, and he 
=} other every thing to diſguſt the carnal eye; for thou 
# didſt chooſe rather to ſuffer affliction with the people 


of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon; 


2 eſteeming the-reproach of Chriſt pour riches than 


the treaſufes of Egypt, for he had reſpect unto the 


7 recompenſe of the reward T. Thus the man who 
feels the conſtraining influence of divine grace, has 
his attention and affection ſet upon other objects. 


* for he looks at the things which are not ſeen 5.“ 
The things of the preſent ſtate, whether lawful or 


* Jobs vis. 7 t Hebrews xi. 25, 
+ Luke x. 42, Q 2 Coriathians iv. 18. 


[ 0 } 
unlawful, will no longer ſerve as a ſatisfying portion 
to his ſoul: for he is convinced, that for health anßd 
wealth, and real proſperity, he muſt look out for® | 
« better country“. The — and ties which 
faſtened him to preſent things, by divine grace, are in 


a meaſure looſened; and his heart moves towards 
22 objetts, like the tap . by the blow. 


e of us who went on boat had left our Jeaves f 
comforts behind us. Ah! ſaid I, fo it muſt be, m my | 
foul, when tlie “ maſter comes and callech for thee f. 
My tender wife! my p pratthog babes! my —— 
friends! my affeQionate church ! when the im 
moment comes, while you. on the ſhore of li ſtand 
ſolemuly Waiting my departure, I launch away to 
e that unknown voyage from world to world. 
Elbe of ſafe arrival in the land of light, hope of 
a more joyful meeting with you another day, foftens 
and ſweetens the ſolemnity of that important mo- 
ment; let us then patiently wait until death, like the 
veſſel of friendſhip, comes to | convey. us; ſafely to 
the bliſsful ſhore. So, as I have now done, may 1 
then do! I ſeriguſly meditated my voyage; I entered 
on board, not with hurry and contuſion, but with a 
ſteady, cool, and deliberate mind. I had ordeted 
my affairs with ſome degree of diſcretion at home. 
I took a tender leave of my friends; and in faith of 
the ſoundneſs of the ſhip, and the care of the _ 
I cheerfully fet ſail for the unſeen port. 
Bleſſed Jeſus! there is no danger where the bot- 
tom is grace; the pilot, the Lord of love; the convoy. 
angels of light; and the gales are gales of favor, that 
waft us towards the eternal ſhore. Ceaſe then, 
my fearful ſoul, thy ungrateful complaints ; fear not 
but that He who has undertaken to conduct thee 


® Hebrews xi. 16. + John xi. 28. 


5 through 


Ls 7 


_ through the wilderneſs of life, will ſafely convey thee 
over the jordan of death, and happily land thee on 
i the ſhore of joy and peace, - | 
Looſened from the ſhore, our veſſel moved Aer 
a gentle breeze down the river Thames, amidſt the 
numerous tiers of merchant ſhips, of different coun- 
tries, which made the inhabited water N hke the 
populous land, Who could view this charming 
2 fight, without exclamations ef thankfulneſs to the 
r Ruler of all nations, for the ſweets of peace and bene- 
ils of commerce? O happy day! when the Prince 
of Peace extends his heavenly ſceptre over all the 
L heathen world, and takes res for his inheritance, 
and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for his poſſeſſion * 
Inſtruments of death! we throw you for ever aſide, 
gor tranſlate the bloody ſword, and piercing ſpear, into 
F The ufeful plough-ſhare and 'nece! ary pruning- hook. 
Love, that powerful bond, ſhall then tie che moſt 
43 _ diſtant nations in the cloſeſt union; and then, in its 
| fulleſt ſenſe, we ſhall © by love ſerveone another f. * 
Who can recount the benefits of commerce? Self. 
3 intereſt is the law by which individuals are impelled, 
7 _ over-rules — the advantage of the — 
A Urged by the hope of gain, the | inhabitant of the 


4 moſt diſtant region (| s his ſtrength and his ſweat, 


ſells his reſt and ea 50 0 ventures his deareſt life 
Fania a thouſand dangers to ſupply me with ſome 
| view article of life: he, in return, takes what I can 

re, and ſup] flies his own wants with that wherein 
112 bound. "Infinite God! how wiſe and juſt is the 
| diſtribution of the bleſſings of thy providence among 
{mankind *«. ſo-that-that nation which gathers much, 
# hath nothing over, and that which gathers little, hath 
1 elke.“ It is commerce that thus connects the 


1 


* Pſclm ii. 8. * Galatians v. 13. Exodus xvi. 18. 


moſt 


12 11 


moſt foreign nations in mutual intereſt, while it en- 
lifts eyety element into its friendly ſetwice. Huſh, 3 
therefore, O my God! thoſe boiſterous and bloody 
paſſions of man, which,withthe lives of men, often lay 
genial commerce bleeding on the ground. But, while 

viewing thoſe merchant: — bring our food 
from afar* ,” let us meditate the ſtate of the gene- 
rality of their inhabitants. Theſe axe the men that 
go down to the ſea in ſhips, "that, . 4A 
waters}; cheſe ſee che — of the Lord, and he 
woanders in the deep; theſe! have ſeen him raiſe the 
forty wind weh lifteth, up the waves thereofh; 


they have been mounted up to heaven and have gone 


down a 
becauſe of trouble; they have reeled to and fro like a 1 
drunken man, and have been at their wits end 1. 
Surely theſe will pay the deepeſt reverence to bim 
who gathers the windi in his fiſt *, and the mighty 
Waters in the hollow of his hand TY Sureht,whenGod b 
diſplays his tremendous yower in his works, and mʒe 
4 Sie ok the Lord is upon many waters ; When 
the. God of glory thundereih, when the powerful 


to the depths ; their ſoul hath meited A 


voice of the Lord diſplays his majeſty 443 (ſurely, 1 
ſay, every rational being muff bow down with reve.-. 


rence before hin, when it is ſeen that the very beaſts 1 ; 
are impreſi at his tokens: * for the voice of the Lore 
— 7 che hinds to calve hy. But the very reverſfe 


of this, is the doleful caſe with: thoſe heroes in im- 


_ for were we to ſearch amo % 
overnment of God, for F 
— — 4 25 perate in blaſphemy and proſaneneſs, 
ve dhould find the them anongh oops who- le the won⸗ 


9 1 Ig 6 eb 
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+ Pſalm cvii. 23. 1 Proverbs xxx. 46 
I v. 24. | ++ Iſaiah xl. 18. 
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Jars of Cod. in the deeg, who conſtantly . ride over 

Icke mouth of. a thquſand gaping graves. How can 

Ne account for this monſtrous: Kupidity—that man 

ould. be. more; brutiſh than the beaſts that periſh ? 

Is there not ſomething grand, ſolemn and —— nk 

in the thundering ſkies, rolling ſeas, and bellowing 
ike the human 


uind, ſuited to mind with awe ? 
Has nat man a reaſoned e, thinking, immortal prin- 
ple. and capable of drawing conchlons; rom ap- 
4 pearances ſo noble and great, and laying, «1.0% 
theſe: are parts of his ways; but how {mall a por- 
2 tion is heard of im — the thunder of his power 
: who can underſtand “? Has not God implanted in 
Zthe ſoul of man a neyer-to-be-deſtroyed principle, 
Nich 2 him to God his, Maker? What in- 
4 ternal ſition, then muſt that be, which with- 
MN: ads, [hc 7 rebels againſt all theſe loud witneſſes for 
God in his works ? It is that which, can have no 
name worſe than its own—it is ſin.—Man is 
F tardenes $6 through 15 deceitfulneſs of ſin f. On 
© this account, diſp Os of juſtice and glory from 
we have proy eftual, properly to jmpreſs 
the ſoul af man; but man, left to the native work- 
| ſings of his own depraved mind, has ſhewn worſe 
than infernal boldneſs. in his defiance of God; tor 
4 when devils revered their Maker in human Dature 
nerd * man La in his face g. 
The paſſe in our veſſel were chiefly of 
me 1 5 tribe, ea br qu to be perſons more 
in quelt eafure than health; t ey might, I 
Asad oh ome reſemblance ta that motley group 
olf profeſſors, who are more: in purſuit of the grati- 
fication of their curioſity, than the health of their 
9 N fouls; and, like them, ** purſue the one, to 
the great hazard of the other. As for myſelf, and 


—— 5 — 
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: ob xxvi. 14. } Luke iv. 41. Matthew We 
lers p ebrews iii. 1g. 67. 


I B a few 


4 J 
a few more on board, 'Health was the prize at whic ® 
we aimed. A ſound and healthy ſtate of ſoul and 
body, is an unſpeakable bleſſing. God has appointed 
means of preſerving, or reſtoring, the one and the 
other. The means are within the limits of my 
power, and I am bound in duty to uſe them; but 


and ſucceſs of em depend on the | i 


the effica | 
| bleſſing an —_ of God. While I uſe the means, 
and truſt in the Lord for ſucceſs, I at once ſhew my 
obedience and faith. 11 ward 
N There may be ſome of this company, who labour 
| under diſorders unknown to me, and have great ex- 
| pectations from bathing for a cure; they may be, 2 
| as too many are, ignorant that God alone is the 
» giver and preſerver of health: their dependence is 
1 placed on the means which are within their own 
| power; and this fleſhly confidence may have ſo far 
prevailed, as that they have never ſought nor defired 3 


1 3 
| the grace and power which only can give efficacy # 
| to _ ble This is a [ 3 ls, YH 
which is very common, but ſeldom obſerved, but 
prevails in the civil and religious actions of men 
unnoticed through the whole of life. It was a 
charge brought againſt one of the kings of Judah , 
and may, with equal juſtice, be brought againſt 7 
every man in ten thouſand inſtances. 
Ah! how many make this fatal miſtake in matters 
of religion, and hence never obtain relief for their 
ſouls ! becauſe God has * curſed him who maketh 3 
ol his arm, for his heart departeth from the living 
= 1 | 
Our veſſel, though it ſet ſail with a fair wind, and 
gently fell down the river towards her deſtined port, 
yet once or twice was nearly ſtriking againſt other 
veſſels in the river, to her own injury ; but, by the 


* 2 Chronicles xvi. 7. 12. + Jeremiah xvii. 5. 
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care of the ſteerſman and ſailors, ſhe was timely 
> prevented. 

Ho often has the ſhip of the Church been in the 
like danger in her voyage through this world! and 
but for the care of her great Pilot, and wiſe and 
mariners, which he has inſtructed and employed, 
and who have embarked their ALL in this bottom, 
ſhe had long ago been daſhed to pieces, ſunk and 
„ in obſcurity, and nothing of her would 
now have remained to have ſhewn her ancient beauty 
and glory. | 
She has more than once approached too near that 
IX ſumptuous veſſel, called WorLDLY GLoky ; but 
one or two of her ſagacious crew had diſcovered 
ber danger, and gave the alarm. | 
So it was when Conſtantine the Great courted 
her favour; ſo it was when the pretended vicar of 
X Chriſt put on a triple crown; and fo it was when 
the Stuarts bore ſway in our land, and invited her 
to ſhare the honours of kingly favour, and join her 
 F intereſts with thoſe who regarded the favour of 
it men, more than the approbation of God. Nay, ſo 

far has the greater part of her crew been Oar + Nom 
2X infatuated, as to be fond of keeping company with 
her, who looked ſo glorious to the eye. | 
But others, more wary, have ſeen, that a church, 
27 whoſe diſtinguiſhing marks and chief excellence 
was worldly glory, was an unfit, and unſafe com- 
panion in a rough ſea, for ſo ſmall a bark as the 
real church of Chriſt has hitherto been; for churches, 
2X inveſted with worldly glory, ever carry ſuch high 
22 fails, and run at that furious rate, that it has been 
3 dreadfully dangerous to approach too near their 
XZ ſwelling ſides. | N 
3 But he that is her owner, has undertaken to be 
her pilot, and has ever ſtood at the helm ſince the 
moment he ſet her afloat Fn has ſolemnly engaged 

2 his 


L 16 J 8 


his honour, to preſerve her and all her happy crew, 

and ſafely “to bring them to their deſired haven v.? 
Wich wind and tide in our favour, we made way 
apace towards our intended port. How infinitely 
ſerviceable are all the elements to promote our 
welfare and happinefs, while God keeps them in 
ſubjection to us! But let him but give them a com- 


4 
. 


miſſion to caſt off their obedience, and aſſume the 
maſtery, what deſtructive havock do they make 
among the devoted ſons of men! Then the un- 
overnable winds furiouſly drive the frighted ſailor 1 
into the jaws of death, and the boiſterous waves bid , 
defiance to maritime power and ſkill. In this re- 
bellion of elements, ihe courageous heart, the ſkil- 
ful head, and the brawny-limb, are as ineffectual to 4 
fave from deſtruction, as the feeble efforts of an 
infant. Our, ſucceſſes and victories, as a nation, 
intirely depend on a favourable concurrence of cir- 
cumſtances in the elementary world, and a favour- 
able concurrence of circumſtances equally depends 
on the will of God; and thus nations, for proſ- 
perity in trade, and ſucceſs in war, are alike depend- 
ent on him alone with individual perſons. . - 


In. this view, it is the duty of nations to acknow- 
ledge God, and that acknowledgement is ufually 7 
- crowned with ſucceſs. bby . . Bl 
There may be a general faith in Providence, for 
temporal preſervation, where there is no particular 
belief in Jeſus for eternal life; but faith, in every 
view, gives honour to God, and God commonly 

evidences his regard to faith. 1 


75 


2 


The diſtinguiſhing difference in the events of 
fortune, as they are falſely called, is principally owing 1 
to the Divine diſpoſal of ſecond eaules. "ob 

The wind and ſea, over-ruled by God, ſhall help 
forward Iſrael's deliverance and fafety ; while they 4 


* Pſalm cvii. 30. 


ſerve 1 
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ſerve as inſtruments for him to work with, to the 


r, ¶ deſtruction and overthrow of the power and pride. of 
„5 * 

ay * God that holds the balance of power among 
ely nations, which he gives or takes at his pleaſure; 
zur and if he raiſes up one tyrant, to ſcourge the reſt 
in of the guilty inhabitants of the world, a proſperous 


m- 
the 
ke 
m- 


train of events ſhall follow him, and even his ini- 
quitous deſigns ſhall ſucceed. OED | 
Thus guided, an imperious Alexander, under 
many diſadvantages, ſhall deſtroy the power of 
= Perſia, and carry his ſucceſsful arms through the 
bid known world F. | f f 
re- Happy the people who, being brought into a ſtate 
kil- Jof friendſhip with God, have creatures of every 
to order enliſted into his ſervice for their general good F! 
an This ſubjection of inferior creatures was forfeited 
on, by the diſobedience of Adam; for he having caſt 
ir- off his allegiance to God, was juſtly deprived of 
ur - the fervice of creatures of the lower order 5, and, in 
nds many reſpetts, degraded to ſervitude and drudgery. 
of. 3 When I have ſeen this truth exemplified in one of 
und- the human race, originally head of the creation, and 
lord of inferior creatures, ſo far diſgraced as to 
clean the ſtable of the horſe, the ſtye of the hog, or 
ly the pen of the cackling gooſe; —I am ready to ex- 
gclaim, The crown is fallen from thy head!“ but 
for by the obedience of Chriſt this favor is again 
lar reſtored ||; and he exerciſes a dominion, which he 
ery is engaged to maintain for the preſent and eternal 
nly good of his Saints. | 
There was no ſpettacle appeared more affecting 
of Fn all this little voyage, than the bodies of whole 
ing unhappy malefactors, which were hung up in ferro— 


rem, on the margin of the river Thames. Surely 


ney 1 Exodus xiv. 22, Hebiews + Hebrews i. 14. Job v. 23. 
n. 2. _ \þ Lamentations v. 16. 
1 + Daniel xi. [| Pſalin viii. 5, 6. 


human tribunals. In this 8 ſtate of things, 


theſe were ſome of the execrable charafters whem 
| 3. purſued ; who, though 4 they eſeuped 


of the already diſtreſſed venturers on the mighty 9 


i 


the M 
ea, yet vengeance ſuffered not to live®.” Vet, 
while the ſight creates an awful horror in the mind, 
it may lead us to reflect on the great utility of Hu- 
man laws, and the proper execution of Juſtice at 


* 


8 
FR. 
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Theſe men, by ſuperior force, might invade the 4 1 
property or lives of the leſs criminal, nay, perhaps, 


deep; and with hearts caſed with barbarity, and loſt 
to every generous feeling, preyed upon the helpleſs, | 
like the mercileſs lion upon the defenceleſs lamb. 4 
Theſe are the worſt of brutes in human ſhape, with 


the ſouls of men, and the diſpoſitions of devils. 4 


"Theſe fear not God, nor regard man. From bloody *# 
and deceitful men, good Lord, deliver us! They 7 
might perpetrate their heinous crimes, far remote 
from home, and beyond the ken of human inſpec- 2? 


tion; but Juſtice has long arms and penetrating eyes. 


There 18 no darkneſs, nor ſhadow of death, where 1 
the workers of iniquity may hide themſelves T.“ 
In theſe vittims of juſtice, we diſcover the juſt re- 
wards of ſin; ignominy and ſhame in this life, and 
the burning diſpleaſure of God in the next. What. 
ever pleaſure or advantage theſe deluded men might 

romiſe to themſelves in their abominable veciehs, 2 
the end, the doleful end, is the gallows and hell. 
Such, O my ſoul! is the bitter concluſion of all 
the delicious ſweets that Sin offers to thoſe who are 
deceived thereby: Her houſe is the way to hell, 1 
going down tothe chambers of death 1. Where 


- — 
2 
3 


1 
1 
- 
1 
1 
9 


Acts xxviii. 4. + Job xxxiv. 22. + Pro. vii. 7. 


| 
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Im che crimes of theſe lawleſs men were committed, 
he is unknown to me: but God has given the earth to 
et, # the children of men; and having ordained rulets, 
10, to be a terror to evil men *, has given them an extent 
u- of dominion ànſwerable to the execution of their 
at duty, and legiſlative juſtice takes cogniſance of 
$5, crimes committed by ſea or land. The infringer of 
n- juſt laws is never ſafe, becauſe he cannot fly to that 
M- Aiſtant place where Juſtice extends not her vindictive 
ter power. No doubt but the gibbet was out of fight, 

being far off in the alluring moment, when the 

proſpedct of gain moved the hand of villainy ; but the 
s, tempter might ſee the nooſe preparing for the neck 
aty of the covetous thief: ſo are the deluded' votaries of 


oſt Sin, hood-winked to their eternal undoing. How 


fs, 


ub. 

1 
1th 
Ils. 4 q 


. F diſpoſition to obey. Every 


can we but wiſh and pray for the diſplay of that 
18 grace which allays and controls thoſe furious and 
de ſtructive paſſions in the breaſts of men, and creates 
Fand imparts diſpoſitions which ſerve inſtead of all 
laus to reſtrain them from evil, and diſpoſe them to 
good!] Was the grace of that promiſeIſaiah xi. 6—9. 

= univerſally diſpenſed, every man would carry the 

law of kindneſs in his own boſom, and po els a · 
| one he met, at home or 
abroad, would manifeſt the kindneſs of a brother 
or friend, and regard his intereſt juſt as his own, 


NY O, Prince of Peace! thy power diſplay, 
F And haſten on the bliſsful day ; 

F Drive the uſurper from his - ko 
And rule the world as all thine own. 


= 
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Having paſſed theſe ſpectacles of horror, a fair 
*X wind and flowing tide ſmoothly carried us towards 
the boundleſs ocean. How peaceable and ſmooth 
has the paſſage of the church been in ſome ages and 


+ . 
2 
n 


* Romans xiii. 3. 


ſeaſons, 
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ſeaſons, while ſhe was ſweetly and ſaſely carried pe. 
ward toward the peaceful ſhore of bleſt eterni 
But peaceful ſeaſons often beget ſecurity, wines 
ſtorm awakens to watchfulneſs and prayer. , 
When we drew towards the conflux of the river 3 
Thames, there were two objetts that attracted our 
notice: the one, the king's guardſhip, placed there 
for the 1 ſes of ny ceconomy ; the other, a 
large painted veſſel, which floated on the ſurface of 1 
the water, and is called a buoy. While we were 
paſſing the king's ſhip, I heard the report of a can- 
non, and ſaw the flaſh of the charge at ſome diſtance; 2 N 
and, on enquiring the reaſon of ſuch a circum- 
flance, was informed, it was cuſtomary for every 4 
ſhip which paſſed, by way of obedience, to lower 1 f 
her top - ſait; but our ſailors, being willing to put 1 
the attention of the king's men to the trial, kept up 
their top- ſail; but the firing of the gun made them | I 
haſten to ſhew their obedience, for fear of a more un- 
favourable falute ; for though a flaſhof powder might 
give us ſome alarm, the 9 — = ball might 
make us feel the effets of diſobedience. This 3 in- 
Rance may ſerve to prove to us the neceſſity of au- 3 
thority and power being united for the purpoſe of 
e N ; for authority without power is like the 1 
cad lion liable to be inſulted by every mouſe. The 1 
inveſtiture of authority and power among men for 
the maintenance of good order of human ſociety, is 
the ordinance of God *; but the manner in which | 
this is adminiſtered ſeems rather à matter of diſcre- | 
tion and choice. The greater part of mankind ſeem 7 
to have approved of abſolute monarchy, or of lodging 
this power and authority in the hands of an indivi- I 
dual. Others, judging it dangerous to entruſt the 
welfare of thouſands to the caprice of one, have 


lodged this. power in the hands of a certain | number 2 


3 * 3 
8 * . 4 


Romans Xili. 1, 7 


In. 


T 2 1 


for. 
24 na more exalted ſlation, which they have called 
we gs eee there may be a combina- 
ion among a few, which may tend to the oppreſſion 
wer f the greater part, others have choſe rather to re- 
our ain this power in their own hands, which they call 
were ¶ Democracy, and to elect men choſen from among 
r, a themſelves to execute their own acts. Government, 
e of as the ordinance of Heaven, ſeems to be the juſt ex- 
ere gerciſe of authority and power; and the command of 
an- God is obedience to that juſt exerciſe of authority 
ce; and power, not ſubmiſſion to tyranny or oppreſſioh. 
m- Nor is monarchy, ariſtocracy, or democracy, ſim- 
ery ply conſidered, the ordination of heaven, but the 
ver "Muſt exerciſe of either of them, for the maintenance 
put pt good orger ; though men often fight for the one to 


up Ihe ruin of the other. With this view of things, we 
night revere the ordinance of God, whether the 


un- execution of it was put into the hands of an infamous 
ght Nero, or an equitable Solomon. And we may from 
ht hence fatther fee, that the civil actions of men ate 
in- the objects of Government inſpeftion, and not their 
zu- eligious ſentiments. While our actions are corre- 
of pondent with the peace and good order of ſociety, 
he Government ought to protect us; and our religious ſen- 
he Mtiments and worſhip are no farther punifhable than 
or Ws they affect the civil eſtabliſüment of the country 
is herein we live; for my conduct may be equally 
peaceable, whether I profeſs the doctrine of pre- 
8 deſtination, or the freedom and efficacy of the hu- 
man will ; whether I worſhip God with the book 
prepared to my hands, or with the extempore free- 
dom with which I aſk a favour of a friend; whether 
this worſhip is performed in a fabric with bells in the 
ſteeple, or in a plain un-ornamiented building. Not 
2X one can be produced in aſl the New Teſtament, of re- 
ligious ſentiments or worthip being the objects of Go- 
vernment inſpetiion, any farther than they affect 
the peace of ſociety. The union of authority and 
N power, 
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power, as it is the ordinance of God men, 
and the juſt exerciſe of both oe for the pur- 
ſes of government, ſo he obſerves the ſame rule 
in the exerciſe of his government 3 his crea- 
tures. And where his authority is deſpiſed, and his 
mercy lighted, his power is employed to compel to 
ſubmiſſion ; that in the end, to him every knee ſhall MW 
bow, and the creature that reſiſts ſhall be ruled to 
eternity with a rod of iron. e | 
The other floating object which attracted our no- 
tice, I found to be intended to warn us of danger; 
ſomething like thoſe expreſs cautions which are exhi- 
bited to warn us of every danger through the whole 
voyage of lite, and be the means of guarding us with il 
ſafety to the port of glory. 1 -- il 
Towards the cloſe of the day, the boundleſs ocean 
began to open to our view, and beſpoke ſomething |} 
of the majeſty and grandeur of him who juſtly claims 
the univerſal ſovereignty of earth and ſea. What a 
noble idea of God are we preſented with by the pro- 
phet who repreſents him as holding the capacious 
ocean in the hollow of his hand * This grand ob- 7 
ject is made uſe of to repreſent to us that fullneſs Þ 
of pleaſure which he has in ſtore to ſatiate the ſouls of 
them that fear him, and thoſe floods of vengeance i 
which he has prepared to overwhelm and drown the 
ungodly. This was the element upon which the 
Lord of all worlds choſe to give ſuch diſplays of his i 
glory and Godhead in the days of his fleſh, as to 
aſtoniſh the ſouls of his wondering diſciples t. Had 
be not made choice of ſuch a work, as baffled all hu- 
man power, to ſhew the ſuperior authority of his 
word to the efforts of all creatures, the glory of his 
Godhead might have been diſputed with ſome co- 
lour of reaſon, but now there can be no cloak for ig- 
norance, nor argument for envy. The famous Sea 


vet * ma k 


® Iſaiah xl. 12. + Mark iv. 41. 
of 


[ #3] 
f. Tiberias, renowned for miracle, was the grand 
Nieene of holy actions, where the apoſtles ſaw, and 
rom whence the church has learnt, the true cha- 
rafter of God with us. 51 
Thus far the ſea opened more and more to our 
iew. Such is the caſe with the advancing Chriſtian, 
the boundleſs proſpect opens wider and wider to his 
faith, as he retreats farther and farther from the nar- 
row ſhores of life, and 8 to the never- 
nding ſtate. Happy, happy they, whoenjoy brighter, 
i and in: 4. 1 of eternal rf, the 


be earer they are to finiſh their Chriſtian courſe. 
le Hitherto the generality of our company appeared 
ith io carry jollity and mirth in their countenances; 


ut now we began to ſee the bluſhing roſe die in the 
Wkly cheek, and ſeveral of our paſſengers began to 
feel the ſickening effects of the rolling ſea; they 
withdrew from their aſſociates, grew ſick of their 
mirth, and in pleaſure crept into a corner, and ſi- 
lently mourned their loft pleaſures in ſolitude. What 
was this but acting over again what we had many 
times ſeen on ſhore? for many, after a life ſpent in 


oſs, the jovial enjoyments of worldly pleaſure, grow ſick 
of of their unlatisfying delights, withdraw themſelves 
ce from their merry companions, ſink into diſtreſs and 
the WJ obſcurity, live unnoticed and unpitied, and at laſt 
the die in vexation, 9 and deſpair. 
** The world has little friendſhip for any but thoſe 
to vho can keep equal pace with them in their purſuits; 
ad for when once the power of reliſh is loſt by ſickneſs, 
11. poverty, or dejection, they live or die neglected and 


forlorn. IF 

$ Thrice happy the ſouls, who are wine grace 
. made fick o unſatisfying delights, and compelled to 
| withdraw from —_— objects, and ſeek and 
and permanent bliſs in the friendſhip of Immanuel! 


There had been the appearance of affability and 
good-humour kept up among the paſſengers of our 


veſſel, 
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veſſel, and a reciprocal, exchange of eivilities had 


while laid aſide, and we ſeemed mutually agteed to 


make each other as innocently happy as our preſent 


circumſtances would permit. If the ſame mode "of 
conduct was obſerved through the whole of our 
department, how would the ills of life be ſoſtened. 
and the ties of ſociety ſweetened! ! 

But, alas! it frequently happens that the lady 


between them; our bad tempers were fer a 


who carries a {miling countenance into every pub- 
lick aſſembly, wears an aſpect as cloudy as a ſour- 
ing winter's day in her own family; and the man 
who appears all affability at the tavern, play · huuſe, iſ 
or place of publick reſort, indulges the furzouſnels WM 
of the lion, the ſurlineſs of the bear, and the uncon- 
querable obſtinacy of the ungovernable aſs in his 
own. houſe! It does not appear, that the religion 


of Jeſus Chriſt. forbids the wiſe. and prudent exer- 
ciſe of the human paſſions, but commands. ſuch a i 


management of them, as to diſcountenance fin ; for 
that they may be in their full exerciſe, without con- 


ample of infinite purity] itſelf . 


ments of all the bodies and ſpirits he has formed. 


Thoſe who are favoured with a happy natural 
diſpoſition, are, on many accounts, laid under 
greater obligations ta thankfulneſs to God; but W 
have no juſt ground of glorying, as they have no 
more hand in forming ho temper of their minds, 


than the ſhape of their bodies; and as we may. ob- 
ſerye the ſame variety among the irrational part of 


creatures; for there are horſes and dogs, as preferable i 


* Eph.iv. 26, Mark iii. 3. 


tratting, moral defilement, is evident from the. ex © 


Diſpoſitions purely natural, - materially; differ in 
different perſons; but the ſpring and origin of this 
variety, is only known to him who is the, fountain iſ 
of being, and is acquainted with all the move- iſ 


to 
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to others of their ſpecies in their tempers, as the 


f | | 8 Une 
4. +, fawnipg [| aniel to the growling wolf.” But it is a 
mo Boss i 506 Ep though the natural temperament of 
e "of men ſo widely differs, a the moroſe Nabal, and 
our che ſoft flexible ielding lady, are equally averſe to 


ed God and holineſs, and equally need the hand of om- 
we vipotent Grace to form and fit them for God and hea- 
ven v. Good natural diſpoſitions may render a man 


. 


leſs criminal, by not impelling him with equal vio- 
Wlence in the practice of enormous vices; but the de- 
cifion of this muſt be left to the infinitely wiſe Judge 
of human actions. Reaſon and philoſophy ſeemed 
to bear {way ſo much among us for a few hours, that 


WT whatever difference there might be in this particu- 
„ar, it could ſcarcely be diſcerned. r 

From the jocularity and ſeeming freedom from 
rare which appeared in our company, I was led to 


b 3 reflect upon the different ſlates our affairs miglit be 
for in at home. ( ³· 
on. Sentlemen and ladies we were moſt of us in ap- 

pearance, and we were going to places where it was 


Ineceſſary to ſupport our characters as ſuch; but 
whether our duties to our families, our obligations 
„to our creditors, and our ties in ſociety, religious 

and civil, would with propriety admit of this, 

rould only be dete ine by every perſon's know 
ledge of his-own circumſtances. POT 

Imprudence, and an inordinate love of pleaſure; 
often lead perſons to infringe on all theſe, and to 
plunge themſelves mts inextncable difficulties. © - 
The eyelid of the day was now nearly cloſed upon 
us, and the gloom of darkneſs began to furround 
us, which, together, with the hollow bellowing 
wind, and daſhing waves, had. a tendency to create 
very folemn ideas in the mind; and I being a 
ſtranger to ſuch ſcenes, had my mind exerciſed upon 


* Ronians iii 12. John iii, 3. 


C things 


ings of greater i importance. This launching into 
ts gy cp in the dark, ſaid I, ma 2 
lemn departure of a beclouded Chriftian, or 
os more ka blo} exit of the ſoul void of 
Nolan grace. 
1 een 0 25 emit their 12 
and preſent the pro widely differing pro 
to each of theſe 1 
ws and feeelings be! 
ee believer would diſcover every. terrifying 
image totally 3 eternal withdrawn, and the 


wide · proſpett diſcover ev en- 

Into 1 4 fathomleſs all * infallibly 
enter, and but few, in compariſon, en enjoy clear views il 
of what is before them; . s or more, will 
attend every ane ull he makes de aftual exper 1 


ment. 
The believer's faith *, indeed, in vigorous ex | 
diſe, ſupplies the place of ſenſible viſion; and with 1 
the view that ſhe affords, eternity has nothi , 
Fry. but every thing to tranſ) 5 ſouls of 4 
Yhol © hopes ie ke beyond the ded profpeſits * p 


"The terrible curſe of a broken law—the ſharp en- # 
venomed ſting of death—the worm that never dies 
ing objects — are ſeen no more. No frowning 

wie hes 3 tribunal, no executioners of 

re OT to the ſoul found in 

the 1 N that may enchant a ſanflified 

_ foul, as, full viſion of 3 brightneſs, uninter- 

rupted ſociety with God, complete conformity to 

N and full poſſeſſion of unſpeakable 
city 

NE all ſtand confeſt before the eye of the ſoul, 


when light is afforded, like the goodly mountain of 
* Hebrews xi. 1. 


Lebanon 
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Ii evanon to the view of Moſes. Bur, from the be. 
W clouded Chriſtian theſe animating proſpects are con- 
_ and he enters the eternal deeps like us in the 
As for the ſoul void of Hluminating grace, the 
ocean of ory has nothing but what threatens. him 
with horror, deſpair, deſtruction, and woe. No 
wonder, if the hopeleſs ſoul ſtarts at the proſpett. if 
be leaſt glimpſe of light is afforded, and makes 
many fruitleſs efforts to draw back to the ſhore of 
ime; while others, like drunken, ſhipwrecked 
failors, ſink intoxicated, ſtupid and ſenſeleſs, into 
he boundleſs deep, and are ſtrangers to a nge 

into the 


or ſafety, until they find themſelves ſinking 

W ottomleſs pit. „ 

About ten c'clock on Friday night we were 

Wrought ſafely into the harbour of Margate, and there 
aſt anchor, in order to ſet a great number of our 

2 5d, on ſhore, who were bound to that place 


Mf rendezvous. How great are the advantages of na- 
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to Fiigation! By the {kill and care of three men and a 
* y, a number of perſons were in ſalety pan al 


rom one part to another of the kingdom. A. rol | 
bare of {kill, in many important I of life, will 


en- complete that which power alone can never effekt. 
— How can we but admire that proportionate degree 
ang of operative knowledge diffuſed among the ſeveral} 
$ of orders of mankind, and eſpecially that — allotted 


Lin o men in inferior ſtations! for, though their in- 


Formation is not ſo much of the ornamental kind, it 
is by far the moſt beneficial, What a milerable ſet 
Wot beings would a company of ſcholars. and. philoſo; 
yhers be, condemned to live apart to themſelves, 
deprived of the advant ariſing from the labour 


ter- 
to 


dul, and induſtry of the working hand! There is an ad- 
of {Wmirable fitneſs in the genius, inclinations, and capa- 


cities of men for the diſcharge of the different offices 
ot life; and all of them guided and over - ruled by an 


20N C 2 all- per- 


L 28 J 
All- pervading Providence for general good. This 
— knowledge is the very ſoul of all commer- 
cial intercourſe among men, and the ſpring and foun- 
fain of almoſt all our domeſtic enjoyments. I reve- 
rence this more in the huſbandman, ſailor, and me- 
chanic, than I do the pageantry of ſtate, or the uſe- 
leſs learning of ſchools : we could live and be happ 
without the one, but miſery and death would in al. 
hbly follow the loſs of the other. God is to be ſeen 
in all this; for of the laborious ploughman, the {kil- 
ful artiſt, and the hardy ſailor, it may be ſaid, his 
God doth inſtruct him . Nor is the over - ruling Wl 
guidance of the choice of men to their ſeveral em- 
loyments leſs admirable. That there ſhould be a 
Faitable proportion in the number employed in navi- i 
gating of ſhips, tilling the land, making of ſhoes, 
nd every other employment neceſſary for the well- 
being of ſociety, every man is left to the freedom of 
his'own choice, and yet no flation in life has been 
entirely deſerted ; for what menial ſervice ſoever you 
with to have performed, for a trifling reward you 
jay find a ſervant at your call. This muſt be owing 
o the all-wiſe ſuperintendance in human affairs; for © 
ere can be no doubt that, left entirely to their own 
nelinations alone, all would be fond of filling the 
ſtations where eaſe and affluence abound, malters 
would encreaſe to a deſtruttive number, and ſer- 
vants would ſo diminiſh, as that many of the neceſ- M 
ſary duties of life would be left undone. What, but i 
the pride of our fallen nature, èan induce us to think 
contemptuouſly of the moſt laborious, and conſe- 
quently the moſt uſeful part of mankind ? 1 caſt my 
eyes round my habitation ; I view a ſeat to repole 
yſelf on, a table for the convenience of eating, a 
bed for the purpoſe of  refting myſelf when weary, 
and a thoufand other conveniences ; and aſk myſeit, 


* Ifaiah xxvii. 26. 


to 


[wow] 


"his WM to whoſe labour I am indebted, for all theſe ageom- 
1er- i modations of life? and the anſwer immediately is, To 
un- the labourer in different occupations. The wiſdom 
ve- of God is ſeen in the increaſe of this operative know- 
me- ledge, according to the increaſe of the neceſſities of 
uſe- men. For when the 2 family of heaven 
p b to abound, he capacitated them mutually to 
vol ſerve each other. Had they all been confined with- 
een in the narrow limits of the eaſtern continent, navi- 
kil- WY gation had, in a manner, been uſeleſs. Could they 
all have had perſonal intercourſe, printing and writing 
would have — leſs neceſſary. And it is eaſy to ſee, 
that many of the later diſcoveries have been ſuited to 
the increaſing neceſſities of men; witneſs, the im- 
provements in navigation to the diſcovery of the 
American continent. 1 ke hg p44 54 
By this operative knowledge we are inflrutted to 
make all the elements ſerve the purpoſes of our pre- 
ſent welk-being ; and we really enliſt them all into 
our ſervice; for fire, earth, wind, and water, are 
== compelled to perform their 178 towards the ſupport 
and preſervation of man. Winds and waves, with-- 


out this, might have conſpired to make us and our i 
XF little veſſel a readier prey to deſtruction. 3 

= What is the 1 0 but a large floating veſſel, 

carried down the ſtream of time by the gales of Pro- 

vidence into the ocean of eternity ? The whole hie- 

rarchy of angels appear in their employment to be 

but as the ſhip's crew; and I am not ſure, but they 
may be divinely capacitated for the performance of 

the ſeveral purpoſes neceſſary to convey the loaded 
. veſſel to the r point “. The jarring of 
elements, and contrary effects of natural cauſes Pace 
the entrance of ſin; might have cauſed a ſhipwreck. 
before this time, had not the whole been ſleered by 
an all-wiſe Pilot, and wiſe and intelligent beings: 


® Prophecy of Daniel, latter part. 
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employed in his ſervice. . The univerſe, is then on 
her voyage. The divine Owner has great purpoſes | 
embarked on this bottom. She will ſhortly land all 
her paſſengers at their deſtined ports; and when the 
. deſigns of her great Maſter are fulfilled, ſhe, like 
other veſſels, will be laid aſide, broken to pieces, 
and committed to the flames s. EG X 
Every inferior community is conducted by a ſor 
of navigation; and God * conſtituted and ap- 
N this for the regulation and the preſervation of 
ociety among men. = 
Ihe ſtate is but a kind of floating veſſel ; and the 
idea of ſteerage and navigation is kept up, when 
we call the ſeat of power the Helm of affairs. She 
is in the ſame ſtate of fluctuation, liable to proſpe- 
rous gales and adyerſe winds; and many a towering 
Rate, after a ſeries of proſperous events, has not 
only been driven backwards in her affairs, but to- 
tally ſunk in the fea of oblivion F The manage- 
ment of this veſſel, under God, is put into the hands 
of men, ordained, raifed up, and qualified by him ; V 
and the removal of ſuch men, and the introduction 
of men of bad morals and baſe views, is threatened as 
a national curſe, and ought to be conſidered as a2 
at calamity d. By the venality, covetouſneſs, 
and debauchery of men in truſt and power, nations 
have er into ſuch danger, as to be com- 
pelled to caſt their choĩceſt treaſures overboard, to 
52 themſelves from ſinking. Happy is that nation, 
- whoſe officers are men of peace, and their exatters, 
or leviers of taxes, are men of righteouſneſs ||. 5 
The wiſdom of God is conſpicuouſly feen in the 
riſe and downfal of empires, and the means he makes 
uſe of to effect the one and the other. | 


*S peter iii. 11. Iſeiah iii. 1—3. 
418 Jeremiah li. 6g, 64. } Ifaiah lx, 17. 
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on . The real church of Chriſt, in the preſent, ſlate; is 
fſes not ſo. mach like a well-founded city, as a _ in 
all WW the ocean toſſed with a tempeſt ; but in the midſt of 
the WW this ſtate of fluctuation, ſhe has never been left with 
ike Wl out ſkilful mariners, qualified and employed to con- 
es, ¶ duct her ſafely through the ſea of tribulation, Eph. iv. 
11—15. She, like the rich merchant ſhips, has 
fort ¶ conveyed the ineſtimable treaſure of e 
to the different inhabitants of the earth, and divinely 
enriched them with durable riches ®. Adverſe winds, 
under the direction of Heaven, have conſpired to 
drive her to diſtant ſhores, for the good of the 
inhabitants. Thus, the troubles of Judea, the wars 
of Cæſar, and the turbulent meaſures of the Stuarts 
have been over- ruled, for bleſling Aſia, England, and 
America, with her choiceſt commodities. The caſe 
has been ſad with them, when her officers and men 
have ſunk into indolence, being intoxicated with the 
cares of this life, and paid little attention to the right 
management of the heavenly veſſel. Sink ſhe can; 
not, for good reaſons, but ſuffer loſs ſhe may any 
does: her beauty has been in a meaſure defaced, 
and her intrinſic worth much impaired; ſo that in- 

a ſtead of a ſtately, gallant ſhip, that did credit to her 
FF owner, ſhe has borne the appearance of a broken, 
W defaced, leaky, and wretched veſſel, more likely to 
fink into oblivion than to arrive at the port of 4. 
with an abundant entrance . Every little ſociety 
and family muſt be prudently navigated, or expoſed 
to a ſhipwreck in their affairs ; 2 often the com- 
forts, fortunes, and lives of the members of them 
the are put to the hazard, through the indolence, diſſi- 
kes er and unſkilful conduct of thoſe in whoſe 
| ands theſe are entruſted, in thofe little communi- 
ties: but let wiſe and good men ſtand in ſuch ſta- 

tions, they will order their affairs with diſcretion 3. 


® Prov. xxxi. 14. 12 Pet. i. 11+» Þþ} Pſalm cxii. 3. 


When 
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Wen we had ſafely landed our paſſen 


* 


at 

Margate, we weighed anchor about eleven ook at | 
night, in order to ſail round the North Foreland for | 
Ramſgate. The North Foreland is a * of land 
vbich ſtretches out ſome way into the ſea, and is the 
extreme part of our country on the right hand, when 
We ſail down the river Thames; and failing round 
the point into the Britiſh channel is eſteemed by 
faitors rather dangerous. However, there was dan- 
ger enough to awaken the apprehenſions of a freſh- Wl 
water faitor. Yer here, with ſome degree of confi- Wl 
dence in Him who exerciſes his power over the ſea 
und dry land, I laid me down, and ſlept in quietneſs, Wl 
While the rattling waves drove againſt the ſides of 
our veſſel, and the ruſtling winds ſhook our ſails, 
ard made our yielding maſts to ſpeak. I was led to 
reflect, that now there was but a Reble plank between 
me and the bottomleſs deep; yet, by a reliance on 
the divine goodneſs, my fears were huſhed, and a 
divine calm prevailed within. Thou wilt keep him 
in perfeft peace whoſe mind is ſtaid on the“. 
Saturday morning I awoke, and heard a peace- 
ful ſound from ſhore, which informed me it was two 
o'clock ; and enquiring where we were, I found we 
were ſafe anchored within the commodious harbour 
of Ramſgate. Being ſo early an hour, we again 
oe to ſleep, and lay till five o'clock ; 
then leaving our ſleeping apartment, and mounting 
te peaceful deck—not like the frighted ſailor, who- 
leaves the horrid hulk to view a thouſand deaths 
from winds, and waves, and rocks, without a friend- 

ſhore in view—but to fee one of the fineſt retreats 
from all thefe dangers, which Providence has provi- i 
ded for the ſafety of thoſe who are TD: to the 
violence and rage of angry elements. The commo- 


dious Pier of Ramſgate ſeems admirably calculated 


S Ifaiah xxvi. g. 


to | 
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to ſhelter and protett veſſels which are threatened, 
with deſtruftion from winds and waves. This beay- 
tiful piece of architecture is built in the form of a 
creſcent, or half-moon, the points of which join to 
no SSR | | 3 
It has a narrow entrance in the centre next to the 
ſea: it is of that extent, as to contain a great number 
of ſhips, where they may lie in great ſecurity in the 
moſt boiſterous ſeafons, * er e le 
Being built of ſtone, it is of ſufficient ſtrength. 
to reſiſt all the violence of the waves which beat 
againſt it. It is of a breadth and thickneſs to ſorm 
ſomething like an agreeable terrace-walk, for the 
company, on the top of it, ſo that ſeveral may walk 
abreaſt without inconvenience. Its ſituation is pe- 
culiarly advantageous, being a ready retreat for 
ſhips coming from the German ocean, in the north, 
or for thoſe coming from the eaſt or weſt, down the 
narrow ſeas. . 3 „ 


The whole of this building of utility appeared to 


bear a clear reſemblance to the glorious Mediator in 
his offices, who is appointed for a refuge from the 
ſtorm. 8 R 1 


1 It beſpeaks gr at generoſity and compaſſion in its 
= firſt deſign. What but the generoſit and compal- 


ſion of Jod laid the foundation of Chriſt's media+ 
tion | Jn. | 
The foreſeen diſtreſs of veſſels at ſea, gave riſe to 
that work of benevolence; ſo the 4 — miſery 
into which ſin would plunge us, gave an oppportunity 


” 1 * 


for the exerciſe of that boundleſs compaſſion. and 


Ran which diſcover themſelves in the great 
buſineſs of our ſalvation. Its form and ſituation 
are peculiarly inviting to ſhips in diſtreſs; it ſtretches 
its capactous boſom for their reception, and ſeems 
to ſay to every tempelt-toſt veſſel, ©* Turn in hither *. 


* Proverbs iv. 9. 
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there not e ifing, and nothing for. 
King, nn all: _— Matar, Ede on - 


to be a Prince and a Saviour? 

2 * no gates, but its entrance ſtands open night 
and day. How does the Saviour's declaration 
agree with this, Whofoever cometh 1 will in no 


Its immoveable walls receive and reſiſt all the vio- 
hen efforts of the angry waves, which otherwiſe would 
he infallibly ſpent on the undefended fhipping. How 
has the bleſſed Redeemer placed himſelf between the 
waves of angry juſtice and the ſouls of his people ? 
With what viokenee have they daſhed againſt En, 
and how immoveably has he ſtood againſt their united 
force, While, under his ſhelter, the ſouls of his 
choſen have lain in peace and ſecurity F! 

Some thips, 28 had rr 
place of ; ring the damages 
had — Bay at ſa. 2 dangers they 
deen expoſed to they entered here, they Wl 
lay in inks g ſecurity, and their t 7 
were wholly turned upon the 1 they 
received, and the rettify ing thoſe in 1 

Lively figures of thoſe happy ſouls hs have 
been long in ſuſpence abouts their ſafety, while the 
tempeſts from fin, Satan, and the Jaw of God ! 
upon them ; tp by them been driven into 
appointed refuge, under the conduct of the heavenly 
Pilot! Having thus entered into reſt J, and their 
thoughts, in ſome meaſure, ſettled as to t 8 ſafety of 
their condition, they are prin nf employed upon 
having the dama aired ane ce. 
There* were ſome ſhips, I was e! that Gb. been 
daſhed to pieces againſt the very building which 
e others from the ſtorm ; too much like thoſe 


b 


ohn vi. 37. t Pſalm cxxiv. 5, 
8 ſalm xlvi. 1. 34. $ Hebtews iv. g; 


unhappy 
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ſouls, who tumble at that tumbling-ione®, 
ko 2 infallibly 1 them to powder F. It s 
e ſome peri ignorance, or want 
of 1 ſuch 2 9 — was -provid- - 
d, though doubtleſs the intercourſe of nations has 
been the 3 ſpreading this information. The 
proviſion of a Mediator was, doubtleſs, leſs uni- 
bang known in ages paſt, than in later times; and 
God ſuffered all nations ſo lang to walk in 
e ways}, is a queſtion which * be re- 
ſolved by the wiſeſt of men. 
But as the proviſion of a n was an af of 
Divine ſovereignty, ſo was the publication of that 
grace. Hence we ſee 3 diſplayed in the 
nformation given to different ages, nations and 
perſons. There has been evidently. a diſtinction; 
and ſome have enjoyed advantages, which others 
never experienced q. How — can be made con- 
ſiſtent with the ſcheme of equal and univerſal love, 
T leave the abettors of that ſentiment to — 
1 put it ſeems ſtrange to me, how he who, as. 
AF 1 the * proof of his good-will to 
deny any inferior advantage . 
race „ Goſpel, the tures 
' wb 0 8 to be read by all - 
into whoſe hands they come; and the miniſters of 
Chriſt ſupply the place of E cryers, in 
ly nation, city and town, where they are ſent; their 
eir — buſineſs is 3 wliſh the good news l, 40 
of 3 ſufficiency of the Mediator Th the 4 
on of ſaying ſouls vv; to invite men to come and 
ce. of the be benefits Ff, and to make known the —— and 
den happineſs of thoſe who fly. to the hope ſet — ne] 
ich Wl them $f. Though theſe are the principal ends of the 


Romans ix. 32. 1 Corinthians v. 19. 

+ Matthew xxi. 44. »* Hebrews vil. 25s 
Acts xiv. 16. ++ Matthew xxii. g. 
Epheſians iii. 5. 3} Acts am, 38, 39. 
Romags viii. 32. 
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2 of Goſpel-grace (that is to ſay, the in. 
mation and ſalvation of the elett); yet, I doubt 
not but other important ends are anſwered CY ; 
for the wiſdom and- juſtice of God are to be fully 
exhibited by his conduct towards all his creatures, 
as well as his mercy and grace towards the objects of 


ſalvation. By over-looking this, I conceive, that 
men have erred on the right and left of truth, 


and raiſed queſtions in the Chriſtian Church, which 


have done little elſe but call off the attention of 
men from things of greater importance. _ __* 
Ihe neceſſity of this information may be ſeen by 
examining the ſtate of the wiſeſt heathens without] 
it: they give us evidence, that neither reaſon, Tearn- 
ing, nor philoſophy, in their higheſt exerciſe, were 
ſufficient to find out the true means of ſafety without 


a Revelation“. The light of reaſon and nature 


furniſhed the ancient ſages with juſt and Prog 
notions of an ab/olute Godt; but the knowledge 
of God, as reconciled to men by the life and death 
of a Mediator, was as profound a ſecret as though it 
never exiſted ; witneſs, theſe following teſtimonies ; 
where God in his abſolute character is ſpoken of 
with great juſtice, but not a word is {aid of the me- 
diation of his Son. Zoroaſter, the famous * 1 
phet, ſays, God is the firſt of all incorruptible beings 
eternal and unbegotten; he is not compounded of 
rts ; there is nothing equal to him, or like him; 
e 4s the author of all good, and entirely uninflu- 


_ enced by paſſions; the moſt excellent of all beings ; 


the wiſeſt of all intelligent natures; the father of 
equity ; parent of — laws; ſfelf-inſtrufied, ſelf- 
ſufficient, and the former of nature .“ Thus ſpoke 
the oracle of Magian wiſdom ! Another of the great 
maſters of reaſon and human wiſdom ſays, © God is 
the moſt excellent of all beings; the author of the 


* z Corinthians i. 21, + Romans i. 21, þ} Bayle's Dictionary. 
| univerſe ; 


by the light of nature they ſaw 
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univerſe; without a beginning or end; from whoſe 
ſight nothing can be concealed. _ Fate is nothing 


but the immutable reaſon and eternal power of his 
Providence.“ This is the language of Thales, the 
founderof the Ionian School among the Greeks. Nor 
did the Latin philoſophers appear a whit more 
inſtruſted in the myſtery of godlineſs, though en - 


joying greater advantages by living in later times. 


For Seneca the Moraliſt, and tutor of Nero the Roman 
Emperor, echoes to the two former, and ſays, By 
Jove, we underſtand the guide and guardian of the 
univerſe; the maſter and architect of the great 
machine: all names belong to him. You are not 
in the wrong, if you call him Fate; for he is the, 
cauſe of all cauſes, and every thing depends upon 
him. If you term him a Lays hu fall into no 
miſtake; for his wiſdom governs the world. If you 
ſtile him Nature, you err not; for from him all be- 
ings derive their origin, and in him they live and 
breathe.” Thus far the light of Reaſon and Nature 
conducted the wiſe men of old; but for want of a 
Divine Revelation, they appear to be dunces, When 


= - af 
compared to a ploughman with a New Teſtament, 


in his hand. When the above is conſidered, a. 
Scripture difficulty is reſolved ; as we are told, 
heathens, by the light of nature, knew God; yet 
the ſame infallible word declares, that the world, by 
wiſdom, knew not God; intending, doubtleſs, that 
E of the 
perfections of an abſolute God; but were totally 
Sen of him, as he is made known in Chriſt: 
0 that this knowledge of him, muſt be obtained by 
a new diſcovery ; and this diſcovery is the ſubſtance 
of the Goſpel. | 258 
By this building of benevolence, the ſafety of 
men by Chriſt is beautifully repreſented; yet the 
glory they obtain through him, is but faintly ſhadow- 
ed by ſuch an emblem. There is a glory W 
1 D i 


[ 38 J 
with the ſalvation obtained by Chriſt, Which cannot 
be properly ſet forth by the moſt ſplendid human 
objects, nor comprehended by the moſt capacious 
human mind . This got) is revealed to us under 
the ideas of crowns, and palaces, and kingly gran- 
deur; but all theſe images are faint and imperfect, 
when compared with the thing itfelf. The figures 
made uſe of in Scripture to convey inſtruttion to us, 
reſpefting the heavenly ſubjeR, are ſuch as the Holy 
Ghoſt has thought proper to uſe; but they are only 
ſuited to our preſent ſlate of darkneſs and imperfec- 
tion 1. Whatever we converſe with in the preſent 
ſtate, even the moſt auguſt and pompous, is but 
tranſient and temporal, and its nature earthly; while 
the things which make up the glory of the future 
world, are purely ſpiritual and heaven Y and earthly 
objets, the moſt grand and magnificent, can no 
more give us the true repreſentation of the heavenly 
glory, than the b ly cottage of a peaſant, made 
up with ſticks and ſtraws, can give us a juſt deſcrip- 
tion of the ſhining ſplendor of an emperor's palace. 
By fix in the morning we went on ſhore, and joy- 

y met our friends, who were brought down the | 
ught before; but in their paſſage were overtaken in 
a violent florm of thunder and lightning, whilſt our 
voyage was ſmooth and proſperous; but, in the 
morning, we all met in equal peace and ſafety. 
Thus we ſat down to a friendly breakfaſt, and cheer- 
fully talked over the adventures of our little voyage. 
Something like this, I think, may take place in 
the ſtate of bleſſedneſs. The pally e of different 
Chriſtians through the world, and of the church in 
different ages, has been as contraſted as the con- 
flicting life of David, and the proſperous paſſage of 
Solomon his ſon ; and, yet, both being happily ter- 

minated, will afford matter for joyful contempla- 


1 Corinthians ii. 9. + John iii. 12. 


tion. 


1. 


„ 
tion. Much delight the ſouls of che ſaved will, doubt- 
leſs, derive from an after - reflection on the variegat- 
ed ſcenes of Providence, in which Divine wiſdom 
and goodneſs have been ſo variouſly diſplayed. 


This, if I miſtake not, will make no ſmall part of 
the intercourſe of the blefſed, while each prone 


eaſure 


hiſtory will furniſh ſomething to give freſh 
to the liſtening aſſembly. While we were thus em- 
ployed, we conſulted how to diſpoſe of ourſelves 
while we continued at Ramſgate : we mutually agreed 
to form ourſelves into a little family; and though 
we could not all lodge, yet we wiſhed to board to- 
gether in the ſame houſe: indeed, we were but fo. 
Journers, for we were no ſooner ſettled, than it was 
time to prepare for a removal. Our little family 
gave us a proof how Chriſtians might live in the 
preſent ſtate; for it proved to be, what every. 
Chriſtian family ought, a family of friendſhip and 
love. Our ſentiments in religion were gift | 
and religion was frequently the ſubje& of our con- 
verſation; yet I do not remember, that any thing 


like the ſhadow of a quarrel took place during the 


continuance of our abede together. One thing that 
rincipally conduced to our tranquillity was, that we 
eemed mutually pleaſed to ſee each other bark) : 
indeed, I have the beſt reaſon to believe, that the 
oe things of God were the N objects of 
elight and eſteem with us all; conſequently, we 
were not offended when they were ſpoken of, nor 
backward to join the converſation. In order to 
purſue the defi of our coming, ſome of our com- 
pany mixed among the bathers at the ſea-ſide. The 
conveniency of bathing, the coolneſs of a fine ſum- 
mer's morning, the agreeable appearance of com- 
pany ſo early, and the novelty of the ſcene, had a 
very pleaſing effect, and, I cannot but think, well 
calculated to give relief in thoſe complaints contratt- . 
ed by over. application to ſtudy or buſineſs, 
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Naw we. began to look around us; and though 


Ve were not preſented with objects of taſte and ele- 


gance, yet the town and environs afforded us ſome 
rural proſpects, which yielded both inſtruftion and 
leaſure. Upon our left hand, as we aſcended from 
the ſea-ſide, ſtands the ſeat of obſervation, erected 
on a point of land, and commanding an extenſive 
proſpect over that part of the ſea called the Downs, 
where you behold a number of ſhips lying at anchor, 
Yr on their paſſage to different parts of the world, 
From hence you may likewiſe ſee the lofty cliffs of 
France, and reverberating the light of the ſun; 
while, at the ſame time you may, by way of amuſe · 


ment, watch che motions of every boat coming in 


and going out of the harbour; and as the ſeais always 
varying, its appearance altogether affords an agree- 


able amufement, Here the company frequently ſtop 


t6 reſt themſelves after a morning's or an eyening's 
walk, and are ſweetly regaled by the cool refreſhing 
breezes of the ſea. 

It muſt give pain to every generous heart, to 


think that this ſeat ſhould ever be occupied by men 


who watch for the moment of miſery, to catch an 


opportunity to plunder the diſtreſſed. It is juilly to be. 


lamented, that ever ſuch characters ſhould infeſt a 
Chriſtian ſhore. No doubt but from hence there 
may be opportunities of frequently diſplaying the 


moſt generous diſpoſitions the human mind is capa- 


ble of entertaining, in ſuccouring the unfortunate ; 


but birds or beaſts of prey inherit no worſe diſpoſi- 
tions, than thoſe which excite a man to take ad- 
vantage of a brother in adverſity. 

The ſituation of my friend, the miller, en the 


hill, muſt ſtrike the obſervation of an inland travel. 


ler; for ſuch is his tation, that he can attend to the 
neceflary employment of his calling, and, while his 
hands are buſily engaged in his uſeful vocation, can, 
with only a caſt of his eye, be regaled with * 

0 
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of the moſt pleaſing proſpetis that eyes can behold. 
On his right hand, he ſees the wide-ſpreading deep, 
covered with veſſels of different nations, and various 
deſcriptions, paſſing and repaſſing for the kindly pur- 
poſes of commerce and mutual benefit of mankind. 
On his left hand, he is preſented with a wide ca- 
pacious field covered with the growing corn, the 
grazing cattle, or labouring huſbandman, according 
to the different ſeaſons of year. It being high 
harveſt when I was there, to me the proſpett ap- 
peared truly enchanting. 7305 
But his ſituation bears too great a reſemblance to 
the more elevated ſtations in life, by far the moſt 
deſirable in the moſt proſperous ſeaſons. £8 
He may ſee and feel * boiſterous uproar of na- 
ture by ſea and land; while I, in a more. lowly re- 
treat, enjoy my domeſlick repoſe at home. To 
often has the fate of court- favourites proved to the 
world the dangers attendant on an elevated life. 
It has been frequently ſeen, that he who to- day 
looked down upen the world below, and ſaw de- 
lightful ſcenes on every hand, 1s to-morrow, by the. 
changing of times and ſeaſons, preſented with mi- 
ſery, danger, and death, from every quarter; While 
the lowly. peaſant, in a more ſecure ſituation, feels 
no alarms from a kingly frown, popular difgrace, 
or the ſharpened edge of an honourable axe; all things 
that much becloud the ſunſhine of exalted proſperity ! 
Ye favourites of fortune, who are raiſed by Pro- 
vidence above the level of your fellow-men, forget 
not, that the changing winds and varying ſeas are 
not more fickle and inconſtant than the ſmiles of 
worldly proſperity. The miller's proſpett, in a 
ſhining ſummer's day, is as permanent as the gilded 
ſkies and ſmiling gleams of human felicity. That 
man only is happy, who, exalted by the favor of his 
God, enjoys a ſtate more ſettled than the everlaſting 
Ss GL moun · 
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mountains *, and poſſeſſes the unſhaken teſtimony of 
an unchanging God, that it ſhall never alter for the 
worſe T. Nor have we a picture in the miller's ſitu- 
ation of thoſe only lifted to eminent ſtations in 
the ſphere of their actions, but likewiſe of thoſe who 
are exalted by an eminency in natural or acquired 
endowments, We have all an inclination for climb- 
ing; and ſo we can acquire an height, we ſpurn 
al the dangers that may attend it. This I ſaw to be 
e caſe lately, with one of the fineſt geniuſes in the 
connection in which I ſtand. It muſt be allowed, 
that in natural and acquired abilities he did excel, 
and by them attained a degree of eminency ; and ſo 
far there was nothing amiſs : but, alas! as ſtates of 
exaltation often prove fatal, and dreadful in their 
effeRs, ſo. it appears in this caſe; for, like the man 
in the mill, ſtunned with the noiſe that ſurrounds him, 
and grown giddy with his exaltation, the good man 
ſeemed really to loſe ſight of his own circumſtances, 
as an indigent creature; to forget the grand end of 
his employment, and to overlook the precious truths 
he was once engaged to defend. I ſaw him in this 
ſituation, and gently hinted his danger; but my 
kindneſs was {lighted, and my caution judged imper- 
tinent. I viewed him as an object of reſpett and re- 
verence; at the ſame time my pity mixed with my 
eſteem. I knew he poſſeſſed many amiable qualities, 
and only looked upon him, as giving awful proof of 
the frailty of the beſt of men in a whirl of tempeſ- 


tuous applauſe. Many ſerious and good men I have 


heard very affectionately lament the loſs of his fel - 


lowſhip ſince his exaltation, and repeat, with regret, 
the pleaſure they enjoyed while he ſtood on. even 

und with themſelves. For my own part, I have 
incerely prayed to the God of all mercy, that he 
will not ſuffer him to fall headlong from his aſpiring 


* Iſaiah liv. 10, + Pſalm cxxv. pg 
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ht, to his own. ruin; but bring him down: 
umbling grace, ſet, bim ap. =o na; and 
make him long ſtand as a pillar to uphold and defend 
the truth. a Fel 5 

We were one day favoured with an inſide view of 


the venerable. old church of St. Lawrence, where. 


the trophies of death were diſplayed in abundance,, 
and the bravery. of many a gallant commander cele- 
brated. Did 1. ſaid I, poſſeſs the fruitful imagina - 
tion of a HERVEY, and enjoy the flowing numbers: 
of his pen; what ſcope for meditation have I before 
me ! I might, like him, proceed from ſtone to ſtone, 
and gather inſtruction from every inſcription. All 
that is here ſaid by the monumental marble, is but a 
lengthened comment on that juſt, but ſolemn decla- 
ration, Duſt thou art, and to duſt thou ſhalt: re- 
turn,” Whatever dangers any of theſe perſons might. 
be called to encounter, by ſea or land, and might 
really ſurmount, the unalterable ſentence took hold 
on them in the identical moment prefixed by infi- 
nite Wiſdom. In what condition it found each of 
thele victims, is not for us to determine; but the 
mouth of infallible Truth aſſerts, They only are bleſ- 
ſed who die in the Lord. | 8 
Death moſt certainly reigns in this ſtate, and muſt 
infallibly in the next, unleſs he is ſome way de- 
ſpoiled of his dominion. No other means can be 
2 out by reaſon or ſcripture, of doing this, 
but the all- ſufficient mediation of Chriſt, The uns 
doubted teſtimony of God gives us the firmeſt aſſur - 
ance that this is effectually performed . The holy 
law of God being broken by us, armed death with 
its dreadful curſe, © to ſting us for our tranſgreſ- 
ſion +.” But the Redeemer did aQtually ſubmit 
to take the ſting into and upon himſelf, and thus.to 
ſatisfy the juſt demands of the holy law 1. He Has 


„ Timozby i. 10, f 1 Corinth, xv, 56. $- Galatians iii. 19. 
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ſo fully performed this, that the law has loſt its 
er to condemn, and death his domimon to de- 
ftroy thoſe who are found in him“. God, in proof 


of his ſatisfaftion and reconciliation, has admitted 


the Redeemer into the heavenly inheritance in tlieir 
names; and now God has given the moſt firm and un- 
equivocal affurance, that every behever ſhall eter. 


the benefits of eternal life. This aſſurance is given 
in the ſure word of promiſe, and by the Holy Spirit 
bearing witneſs in the ſoul f. But an unknown 
number of the human race, the ſame teſtimony aſ- 
ſures us, will eternally lie under the power and do- 
minion of death. And, without entering into in- 
explicable reaſons, I take this to be owing to the juſt, 
uniform, and natural courſe of things taking pie. 
without prevention or interruption on the part of 
God or man; as, a man ſeized with a wt a5 
muſt die, if no means are uſed to prevent the ſpread- 
ing of that deſtroying .malady ; or, hke him who 
commits the horrid ſin of murder, muſt ſuffer death, 
if the law is permitted to take its due courſe. Not- 
withſtanding the ſtrong pleas which are urged by 
ſome, from ſome doubtful or miſinterpreted aſſages 
of Scripture, for God's being unwilling 7 chit an 
part of the human race ſhould fall under this work 
of calamities, and his uſing every means, with a ſin- 
cere deſire to prevent it, it cannot be inferred, either 
from the nature of God, the uſual methods of his 

roceeding, or the leading tendency. of Scripture ; 

ut it rather appears to be the pleafure of the Al- 
mighty to leave ſome men, whoſe caſes ſhall exem- 
plify the glory of his juſtice in their miſery, as it is 
to preſerve others from the deſerved deſtruttion, for 
the diſplay of his glorious grace 9. 


* Romans viii. 1, 2. Hebrews ix. 12. + Hebrews vi. 17, 
18. 2 Corinthians i. 22 1 2 Peter iii. 9. KRomans 
ix, 22, 23. 
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. the deſtroying effects of death, and enjoy 
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As we made. little excurſions round the neigh- 
bourhood,, in certain places e a kind of 
vaults, cut in the chalk-hills. 

Theſe I call the Cathedrals of the ancient Chriſ- 
tians ; for they wandered in dens and caves of the 
earth, of whom the world was not worthy *. What 
venerable and reverend councils and ſynods have 
been held in ſuch places in che wilderneſs of 
the valleys of Piedmont, and the woods of England | 
Chriſt has not diſdained to. preſide in ſuch A 
blies, and to dire& their conſultations ;, while the 


great, learned, and right reverend conclaves of a 


worldly church have — left to ordain decrees; 
urſue ſchemes, contrary to the intereſt of Chriſt's 
Ein dom, and ruinous to their own and other men 's 
ſouls, What a vaſt 
Gaiden ſpirit, 
Cn divines in ſome parts of our hiſt 
met to tranſact ecclefaſtical affairs, 0 IM ſan - 
im of Jewiſh elders met to crucify Chriſt, ! 
* likeneſs is ſo ſtriking, that I have often won 


reement there appears in 


dered, that wiſe men have not diſcerned it, and that 


neyer a Gamaliel has been found, that would give 
the ancient, but wholeſome advice f. While _— 

and caves of the earth were the habitations, and 
ſheep-ſkins and goat-ſkins were the clothing of the 
ancient worthies, the ſtate, the garb, and the com- 


pan of their perſecurors bore a _ great likeneſs 


onner and his companions. 

"Let us try the occurrences that have taken place 
among religious men, in Italy, France, and England, 
by this criterion, and we ſhall uſually find the ob- 
ſervation of Solomon, Eccleſ. iv. i. founded on 


truth, Every thing of this ſort convincingly proves. 


to us, that this is not the ſtate of final retribution ;. 
for here the juſt are ordained to ſuffer, and the 


* Heb. xi, 38, + Ads v. 38, 9. 
| wicked 
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wicked allowed to triumph. How evident is it, that 
the Almighty ſeeth not with eyes of fleſn! for when 
a a company of brick-makers, depreſſed with {lavery, 
and diſgraced with drudgery, ſtand op ſed to the 
then politeſt court in the world, he decidedly declares 
in favour of the diſgraced. 15 | 
By the allotment God appoints to his favorites, 
we are fully informed, that things moſt pleaſing to 
us, are not always moſt productive of real good. 
There is no doubt, but theſe under-ground retreats 
are now often uſed for the vileſt t purpoſes ; yet 
this deſtroys not the force of my obſervation, ſeeing 
the Scripture gives us evidence, that ſuch places 
have been honoured with ſome of the greateſt and 
beſt of men the earth ever bore. 
Part of our company uſually took a ſolitary walk 
on the beach, - between  bathing-time and break. 
faſt; and while the cool morning air ſweetly re- 
freſhed us, our medrtations were aſſiſted by the high 
ous cliffs on the one hand, and the ebbing ſea 
onthe other. By the ſolidity of the ſand, we ſeemed to 
walk on a ſmooth ſolid floor at the bottom of the ſea. 
The cliffs form a prodigious high wall, quite 
perpendicular, While, at the ebb of the tide, the 
waters retreat near half a mile from the ſhore.” For 
contemplative minds, theſe objects furniſh matter for 
abundance of reflection theſe ſolid and ſtupendous 
barriers are the immoveable boundary of the 
turbulent ocean; and an enlightened eye may diſcern 


infcribed upon them, Hitherto ſhalt thou go, and 


no farther; and here ſhall thy proud waves be 
ed.” | ; F | 
"Surely, theſe may repreſent to us the immoveable 
purpoſes of Jehovah, by which all cauſes and crea- 
tures are limited to his determination: the ſame all. 
determining purpoſe being equally prevalent in hea- 
ven, earth and hell. Is it not to theſe we owe our 
ſafety from the raging, rebellious, tumultuous — 
1 | 0 
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of bell? otherwiſe, like the raging; angry waves of 
the ſea, without banks, they would burſt in upon 
mankind, and overwhelm the world with a deluge 
„or fin and miſery, The wicked and ungodly diſpo- 
ſitions of men, without reſtraint, would riſe and 
ſwell until reaſon, religion, conſcience and truth 
were overwhelmed with an inundation of pro- 
o phaneneſs; but his immoveable purpoſe bounds the 
d. Inge of theſe ſwelling tides; and though they dafh 
ts Wl themſelveswith the moſt impetuous xe”. e againſt 
theſe unſhaken rocks, yet they cannot prevail. 
What Divine conſolation muſt this afford to him 
who views God as Supreme, and habitually lives in 
14 WF the exerciſe of faith upon this heavenly truth! He 
may hear the Divine voice ſay to troubles of ſoul, 
diſeaſes of body, and diſtreſſes in Providence, 
« Hitherto ſhall ye come, and no farther.” Theſe 
firm reſolves of the Almighty, how immoveable 
have they ſtood, and maintained their ſtation for 
ages and generations, while threatening commotions 
have prevailed over ſea and land! Theſe, my ſoul, 
are the ſure dwellings, and peaceable habitations “, 
which are thy reſidence for everlaſting. - But how 
tremendous is the fate of thoſe who are, by the ragin 

wind and ſtormy ſea, driven againſt theſe unclimbable 
heights! Death beneath, and all above is death 
Fain would they eſcape the ſtorm, and fly to the 
friendly ſhores ; but theſe forbid their feet to tread - 
the peaceful land. Earth and ſea ſeem joined in 
league, to deliver up the unhappy vittims into the 
hands of death. Ah! far more doleful is the caſe of 
thoſe who, for crimes committed againſt the So- 
le vereign of earth and heaven, are forbid to ſhelter 
a. from every creature; for death and hell ſhall give u 

lu. the dead that is in them, and the firm, the gh, the 
2. immutable decrees of Almighty: God forbid them 


Is „ Iſaiah Xxxii. 18. 1 
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for ever to ſet foot on the ſhore of peace and reſt. 
Unhappy mortals, call to the rocks; but they are as 
deaf to your cries, and immoveable to your groans, 
as your uncircumciſed ears and hearts have been to 
the ſweet inviting language of Goſpel-grace. Blef. 
ſed Jeſus, before that  folemn day arrives, help the 
reader to fly for refuge, and find a ſafe ſanctuary in 
thy boſom. he por 063 og ny Few ſe 


Then, ſhould the earth's huge pillars ſhake, - 
And all the wheels of nature break; 
His ſteady ſoul need fear no more, 

- ©. Than ſolid rocks, when billows roar. 


' How regular, conſtant, and almoſt invariable are 
the laws by which the great Supreme regulates all 
his creature!“ | 
This tide, at. a fixed determined moment, began 
to recede from the ſhore; it will keep retreating 
until a determined moment again, and then, without 
any uncertainty, return to its uſual limits; and this 
motion is fo regular and certain, that the wary ſailor 
can calculate the time to a moment at many leagues 
diſtance, and months before the time, and catch 
the deſirable opportunity to ferve his own deſigns. 
Nothing, in all the wide dominions of God, ſeems 
to be left to contingency, but an invariable determi- 
nation prevails through the whole. Is not this a 
ſtrong preſumptive proof in favour of Divine de- 
crees ? Shall the all-wiſe God ordain and regulate 
the flight of a ſparrow, and the fall of a hair, and 
leave the eternal well-being of an angel or man at 
uncertainty ?. Can any reaſonable man ſuppoſe, 
that Divine foreknowledge and predetermination are 
not direttly 1 in buſineſs of ſuch import- 
ance? It any ſhould be diſpoſed to enquire, where 
then is the freedom, of intelligent agents? I anſwer, 
In the ſame ſtate as the freedom of that ſwallow, 
5 which 
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which the laſt ſpring left the 8 and eve 
and built and bred in the chi t my houſe *; 
there being a decree ſubſiſting fove ſhe bad @ 
being, and the time of her coming was appointed 
by an immutable decree; but ſhe, unconſcious of 
any ſuch ſaperior law, eel followed: her natural 
inclinations, 2 fulfil Divine a __ 
in doing ſo. The free ageney of the moſt ſagacious 
ſpirit in all the infernal crew, was neither more nor 
leſs than- this in the 2 buſinleſs of crucifying- 
Chriſt. Many who chuſe to turn their thoughts, 
— pens; upon this momentous ſubjeft, are 


like to men upon the top of- theſe cliffs, afraid to 


look to the bottom; becauſe, the more wy frees content- 


late the — myſtery, the more 


the fate of falling. All that can be ſaid to — 
in this ſtate, is, 40 intreat them not to diſpute 1 
condemn, only becauſe they cannot com 
Others there are, whole i impious attempts only ſerve 
to eſtabliſh the truth, and to prove their own oppoli- 
tion to God; who are like men that Rand and 
ſpit 8 theſe immoveable rocks, and then rage, 

orhey- wal not Ke way o ſuch ſeeble 
1 is 


How little are ſome of the moſt ſurpriſing pie. 
nomena of nature attended to, only becauſe they oc- 
cur' ſo frequently, and with ſuch regularity ! ſuch 
as the uniform returns of darkneſs and light, the 
conſtant ſucceſſion of heat and cold, the ebbing and 
flowing of the tide, and a thouſand other objects 
equally common! It is looked as a . 
if — theſe are by ws ng 1 —2 
ed; but the abiding miracle of their regularity is 
little attended to. The world of nature is pe 
exhibiting miracles in every port of it; * 
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ing to latletrifling objefts of no imma ee. {ther 
myſteries, in the natural world, God has hid from the 
me eye. His wiſdom is very conſpievaus 
in what he has concealed, andh in whax is\made known 
of theſe myſteries. Enough is made known: far 
man's uſe and benefit; but; where vain /cutioſty 
would proudly pretend to bring theſe ſeorets within 


the compaſs of ity narrow comprehenſſon, it is 
checked by the veil of obſcurity which Cod bas 
caſt over a part of his works. Much talk has been 


in the learned world, about che — of gravitation 
and attraction; and many of the myſteries of nature 
haye been accounted for, by reſolving them into 
the one or the other of theſe ; but that inclination in 
bodies, which we call Gravitation, and that di 
tion in them, which we term Attraction, are Jutle 
— — though much talked of. Were they 
called the power of God in his creatures, we ſhould 
not then be oy — — — 
nor ex poſed to the er tuting imaginary 
Powers in the place © God. The ebbipg and 
flowing 1 — ſaid 
to be oy by the attractive — of. the fun 
and moon. But * that attractive power is. or 
where it reſides, no man alive can deciſively tell. 
1 am very tar from blaming the moſt induſtrious: in- 
veſtigation of the works — nature; at the ſame time. 
let us N acknowledge the ſhallowneſs of our 
own. capacities, and admire en cpregemyg wiſdom 
of God diſplayed. in his works. „ 0 ont 
It might be thought ſtrange, was 1 to ſay nothingof 
Margate, tha being the place of chief reſort for bathers, 

dot gro owing repute. The town of Margate is ina very 
* wn fate, and its principal ornaments conſiſt in 
its late additions. The chief concern of the publick 
ſeems to be to render it as much a place for — 
as utility, as, under colour of utility, perſons can pur- 
ſue * without cenſure. A — er, for inſtance, 


might 
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ſelves witk great fagitity 


[ 5 — 
qpaintarice,' for 
A 7 8 ing to "ſpend 


at ber ths can ee inks het Wk 
premier, = = 


it are modelling it ac- 
cordiry to che taſte er the times. They have, Indeed, 
built one place of * hut a 700 houfe nearh 
four tines 46 has, when 111 Health does not 
interrupt the compa purſuit of amuſement, they 
y foon' to be Sede to the minds 


are 


3 is the provifioh already made, chat che cp. 


—— cotigh of a delicate lady may be farnift 
'of the furnes o a ek t 75 
Lale oe and the Seibert ned citizen may dito 
= in che amuſements of the. ald. table. 
uſe” in that warm ſeaſon of the _— 
ech be bathing is mf” defirable, is, doubt! 
calculated to relieve: fron the vapours, and ſerve 45 
put death and eternity — 75 of the” e of ſuch 
are unwilling, to entertain fuch 60 wr 4 pot <4 
The Tibrartes are decently furni and ma: 
ſetve 36 a Kind of lounging Exctiange, where becſon 
overburgetjed with” money 25 nd time. may caſe them. 
he moſt healthful amuſe, 
ment, ant e 5 5 'to invalid, that is 1 
Margate, i is that of the bowlin greek, "where, op 
the top of a Mill, in fall prope of the . 
free oper air, gendendn fas y exerciſe their {nd 
and unbend ü minds: ch, ik purſued for th 
benefft of bealth and innocent recreation, Wich a 
erious friend, a appears to have no more criminaflt 


in it, than Peter's gol ings. fifhing. Ff this fhort 


ſcription of Margate ſhould riot rove fatisfacto 710 
my readers, e to. a IH, th that Fo "Hi 


onee in che töten, aud that but for a (Hort time, and 
ina very unfit ſtate to make obſervations. s 
Having ſtald as long at Ramfgate as our affairs a 
home would, with prudence, admit; ve went on 
board the ſame ſhip on Monday afternoon, the _ 
2 tiet 


T's 3 


tiech of Auguſt, and re:embarked re 
Korg a. very mall. company on board. In 


| ſuppole, 14 take the better advantage, ve filed 


leagues ent 25 ſea; hut it being a 


calm, we hardly ex other. Nin than 
was occaſioned en gm — pr gf 
heads The WT: of dhe ſailors, Blow! vl — 
Chu I e next Far a 
ancient r * e 
calm, ſo that we bad little Ex a > 
walk about the and watch the rolling = 
porpoiſes in the ſea. . We had an old ſailor on board, 
whoſe patience being tired, declared he preferred be- 
ing at ſea in a ſtorm to being becalmed on the ocean; 
r er. 
tion, Wen a to C Perience; or A 
e Tre diretlion, hy" made the 


— of haſtening the Chriſtian's Progreſs, while a 
dead calm is uſele 


4: 4 unſafe. 
R lay beating about all Monday afternoon, and 
+ Tuelday morning only found ourſelves off 
Nate but the tide ca — us forward by flow 
degrees, 7 made ſome little _ towards London, 
In our paſſage we ſaw a eſſe caſt on ſhore, which 
lay along on, her fide, and a diſmal .hgure ;.ſuch 
as make. to an enlighten e, ei. 
wreck of faith, whom aue ee, as they p 
their courſe, run a- ground, and daſh to — 
2 a rather humorous circumſtance. took 
ral of our company, upon diſcovery of 
floating on the water, cried out, Aprize 


A 7 Nuo of the crew immediatel/ ſcrambled 
into their. boat, put to ſea, and gave chace, who, 
when they came up with their prize, * es it to be a 
good failor s hat, and an old tea-kettle. without a lid, 
both of which tbey ſafely Heat on n * 
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wer fept on Tueſday night we made e moſt way] = 
be el er Woreng hen I came upon dock, | 
was 


1 No at tees — | 


neighbouring hills; which, at a diſtance, we could 
ſee covered with corn. While the labouring huſband- 
man was carefully gatheringꝰin the fruits of the year, 
the bleating ſheep, and crowing cock, made the land 


and water echo with their notes. A great number of 


veſſels and boats appeared on the, water, While, the 
buildings of Graveſend Town and Tilbury Fort glittered 
-againſt the riſing ſun, and added beauty to the proſ- 
-peft. But as we had been long on the water, ſome 
of our friends grew impatient to be at home. Here, 
therefore, we hired a boat, and four men to row us 
to London; but the wind getting up, and the u- 
growing rough, they begged us to get on board a 
e 2 ing of Bin glgate; Shin we ſafely 
arrived, and went on ſhore about five in the even- 
ing. But the health I went in purſuit of I entirely 
miſſed; and I was brought home to endure one of 
the ſharpeſt diſpenſations I ever experienced, to be 
reduced by a violent ſtroke of the palſy, from a 
-healthful, vigorous ſtate of body, in a few months, 
to be one of the moſt feeble and helpleſs of human 
'beings ; ſurrounded by a wife juſt expecting the 
time of nature's diſtreſs, and a large family of ſmall 
children in a very ſickly ſtate. My wife has been 
happily brought through her diſtreſs; our infant 
the Lord has taken to himſelf; our children are e- 
ſtored to tolerable health; but as for myſelf, I ſeem 
to be apace haſtening to the eternal ſtate : yet through 
the whole of this heavy affliction, the Lord has 
taken occaſion to diſplay ſo much of his goodneſs, 
that I never can — my obligations to praiſe 
him. He has ſealed that inſſruction, and afforded 
that conſolation in the courſe of this exerciſe, that 
conſtrained me to ſay, It is good for me that I 
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